Parshas Tetzaveh-R’ Yitzchak Schwartz Shlita
1) Vateh Titzaveh: There are 2 questions, which are actually 3 questions. Why does the Torah say “Veatah”- and You should command? It should say “Tzav”-Command? Also, why does it say “Vikechu Elacha”-what is the significance that it should be given to Moshe-it should be given to the Kohanim? Thirdly, what is the meaning of “kosis Lamoer” –it’s only for lighting? Rashi explains that it can’t be for a Mincha since there are two grades-the olives that grow on the top, from which the first droplets of oil come out and which are used for lighting whereas the rest, the sedimentary material is used for Minachos. Why is this so? The Chofetz Chaim z”tl explains that the Menorah represents the Light of Torah which is the light for the Yidden throughout the generations. In order for the light of Torah to shine forth throughout the generations, it has to be of a pure quality-without external influence from American,French and other societies. This enables that “Lehalos Ner Tomid”-that there will always be the “Light” for always. 
That’s what the Torah means when it says “You” should command since Moshe is the symbol and flag bearer of Torah without outside influence and without blemish. Moshe ,who wanted his name to be erased for Hashem and Klal Yisroel’s benefit, is the proper person for Hashem to say “They should compare the Pureness of Oil to you””Viyikchu Elecha” –to a person without personal interests.
The Chazon Ish said that it’s clear to him that the Ketzos Hachoshen definitely didn’t have a desire for Potato Kugel-not because there is something wrong with potato kugel! But that someone who can produce pure thoughts that goes into creating a tremendous work such as the Ketzos Hachoshen couldn’t have possibly had desires for such physical things.
2)V’Osiso Beged L’Chvod UL’ Sifores: The Meforshim ask that the Possuk seemingly has two reasons for the clothing of the Kohanim-one, is for Honor and Beauty and another “in order to Serve Me” and what is the real reason for the clothing?

R’ Shimon Sofer explains that the Gemorah in Bava Metziah says that R’ Yochonan called his clothing “His Honor” since for the general society, clothing makes the person. So the Torah says that for regular people we call clothing “Honor” –However the “Chachmei Lev” –who understand the deep thoughts behind the clothing, know that their purpose is really to serve Hashem.

The Be’er Hatorah explains that the Gemorah in Zevochim says that every article of clothing forgave for a specific sin. For example, the Titz was mechaper for Chutzpa. Therefore, the Torah tells us that “We wish that there wasn’t a reason for the clothing” that people shouldn’t do aveiros and they  should only be for Honor and beauty- but the Chachmei Lev recognize “that isn’t a Tzaddik that does good and doesn’t do aveiros”-so therefore, unfortunately, the reason for the clothing is in order to serve me.
3)V’Samtoh Al Kisfos Haeifod ,Avnei  Zikaron : The Malbim explains the meaning of “Stones of a rememberance”that there are 6 Shevotim engraved on one stone and 6 engraved on the other stone. One Stone faced the other but they were attached by the cloth of the Eifod. Signifying that if all the 12 Shevotim are “Ata Echad V’Shimcha Echod” –everyone is B’Achdus so therefore the name of Hashem is B’Achdus. But if Klal Yisroel isn’t together, then Chas V’sholom it’s like Hashem isn’t complete.  This is the remembrance for Hashem.

Another reason for “remembrance”, is for generations to continue on, Klal Yisroel needs achdus. This is explained by the Maharal on the famous Gemoroh in Gittin, “AKamtzah U’Bar Kamtzah Chorav Yerushalayim”,that Kamtzah means a small group and Bar Kamtzah-means even a smaller clique of people. In the times of Bayis Rishon, The Shechinah was on top of the people and they were open miracles.  However, after  Golus the Shechinah was not so revealed and was only recognizable when the yidden were B’Achdus. And in the time of end of the Bayis Sheini, the yidden didn’t have achdus so therefore Churban was possible to happen. So we need “stones of remembrance” to tell us the way to surviving the Golus.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
4)Tarshish Shoham V’Yashpeh”:
Yashpeh was a special stone. Chazal says that Yashpeh is for Shevet Binymin.
 The Baal Haturim  says that the Gematrya of these words is 396 which equals “Binyomin Ben Yaakov”. The Yerushalmi brings down the famous story of Dama Ben Nesina who didn’t sell his Yashpeh to the Chachomim since the key was hidden under sleeping father’s pillow. The Meshech Chochma asks what is the reason why Binyomin was part of this lesson of Kibbud Av, due to the fact that he was the only Shevet who didn’t cause his father, Yaakov, anguish-therefore he was zoiche to have Kibbud Av come about through his stone.
5)”V’lo Yizach Hachoshen M’al Haeifod”: Why were we so concerned that the Choshen and Eifod remain attached? Perhaps we can explain that since the Choshen had stones of the Shevotim on the shoulder and the Eifod had stones of the Shevotim and Hashem on the chest. The Torah teaches us that there was a “peckel” of Klal Yisroel on the shoulder to carry and there was a “peckel” on the chest, so that a Kohen Godol can only be able to carry to carry the burden of Klal Yisroel on them only when they have the ability to carry to carry the Yidden with their heart.
The famous American Machnis Orach, R’ Yakov Yosef Herman just purchased a new Kapota and was doling out cholent to one of his guests, when the guest knocked over the cholent over R’Yakov Yosef ‘s new kapota. The guest quickly ran away while his host chased him and appeased him bring back with soft words promising him a better portion. R’ Yakov Yosef’s son R’ Nochum asked his father “What is the shiur of savlonus?” R’ Yakov Yosef answered “When you have rachmonus , you don’t need savlonus”.

That’s the reasoning why we were makpid that the Choshen and Eifod remain together-to show when there is Ahavas Yisroel, there is no “peckel”-no savlonus.

6)Tzitz- On the Tzitz, it says “Petuchai Chosom, Kodesh Lashem”. The Gra says that this is a Remez to the Gemarah in Taanis that there are three keys in the Hashem. “Rain, techiyas Hasmeisim, and childbirth”. The Possuk says”Petuchai -the opening of the –which are “Ches”-Chayim-Giving Birth,”Tof”-Techiyas Hameisim, “Mem”-Motor- Rain is ,Kodesh Lashem  is only in the hands of Hashem. But what does this have to do with the tzitz? So the answer is that the Tzitz forgave the aveira of “Azus Metzach”-Chutzpah, A person may think that I am the smartest and the best but the Tzitz shows, there are three most important things in life which only Hashem has control.

7)Mizbeach Hazohov: Why is the gold Mizbeach mentioned in this week’s Parsha and not in Parshas Terumah like all of the other keilim?
The Ramban answers that this was because that after the Shechinah was already present in the Beis Hamikdosh. Why? Since the Shechinah was always present in the Beis Hamikdosh, it was hard for the Yidden due the fact that Hashem’s presence caused a more stricter “behavior” from the Yidden, which made it easier for the Yidden to do Aveiros. That’s why they needed a Mizbeach Hazohov only afterwards. That’s how the Ramban explains’Yosimu Ketores B’Apecha” Because of a Charon Af, Hashem placed the Mizbeach HaKetores to be mechaper.
