Parshas Ki Sisa -R’ Yitzchak Schwartz Shlita

1)Ki Sisa Es Rosh,V’lo Yihe Bohem Negef:  Rashi  explains that Machtzis Hashekel was because of Ayin Horah since Klal Yisroel wasn’t counted only through coins. There is a Medrash in Tehillim(Kapitel Gimmel),which says “Rabim Omrim L’Nafshi Ein Yeshuosoh Loy B’Elokim Seloh,V’Ato Mogen Baadi” How does Hashem save us?  B’Ki Sisa Es Rosh” The Medresh seems to be saying something strange, that many say that there is no salvation in you Hashem, but you are my Shield through the Parsha of Ki Sisa. What does this mean?
R’ Yonasan Eibshutz in his Medresh Yonasan explains through the Gemorah in Tamid where Rava was asked why the Yidden don’t follow the majority –as the Torah Paskens that a person should do, and follow the religions of the nations of the world? Rava answered since we Pasken that a Davar Shebiminyan –something that you can count-isn’t Botul and remains in existence.

That is what the Medresh says” Many people say that there is no Salvation and therefore we should follow the Avodah Zoros.  However  Hashem is My Shield since Parshas Ki Sisa established that the Yidden are a “Davar Shebiminyan” –they are able to be counted.
On a side note, a Duke once asked R’ Yonasan Eibshutz when he was 6 years old this very question, why don’t the Yidden go according to the majority of the world? He answered that when there is a doubt in someone’s mind, then we can go according to the majority but us Yidden have no doubts…

The Gra asks what is the Inyan of  a Half Shekel and not a whole Shekel?  This rings true since throughout the Torah we find that Hashem wants complete and not half items. For example, a Kos Shel Brocha has to be complete, so why is counting the Yidden different?
The Seforim famously answer, that this comes to show us that no Yid is complete without another Yid. So we have 2 halfs to make a whole.

The Gra answers that in the word Machtzis-Mem,Ches,Tzadi,Yud,Sof, saying that  if you give Tzedakah(The Tzadi), you keep death far away(The Mem and Sof of Mes is on outside and the Ches and Yud of Chai is on the inside).  Incidentally, this is not a “cute vort” since the Torah was created with 24 letters.

2)U’Blev Kol Chacham Lev Nosati Chachmah:  The Gemarah in Brochos(Daf Nun Heh)  That Hashem gave Chochmo to the Baal Chochmah. One Says “Yohav Chochma L’Chachkimin” R’Avahu says because of our Posuk”U’Blev Kol Chacham”.  They ask, how did they get wisdom in the first place? The Nefesh Hachayim says “Reishis Chochma Yiras Hashem” since we know that “Hakol Bidei Shomayim-all is in Heaven, except Yiras Shomayim” since we are Mechanich our children with things that bring them closer to Hashem.

There is a Medrash in Shmuel Hanovi that when Dovid killed Golyas, Shaul Hamelech was trying to find out what type of person Dovid was since he promised his daughter to whomever killed Golyas.  Doeg Hoadmi said that you have to ask if he at all allowed to come into Klal Yisroel since he came from Rus Hamoavioh.   Avner answers “We have a Klal, Moavi V’lo Moavis” so Dovid is a Kosher Jew.  Doeg answers “ Really? Do we say Mamzer V’lo Mamzeres” and a Mamzeres is Mutar? Since Avner and Doeg were getting into a whole fight, Shaul asked Avner to ask this question to Shmuel Hanovi.  Shmuel answers “ It’s Min Hatorah that Moavi-V’lo Moavis”and Doeg regarding his answer of why we don’t say “Mamzer V’lo mamzeres”?   Doeg will be niftar without Torah,  which is remarkable since Doeg was Rosh Sanhedrin-and he was called Hoadomi since people coming to talk Torah with him would become red-faced in embarrassment.  Why was this?  Since “Reishis Chochma Yiras Hashem”.   How does Chochmah able to exist in a person forever?  It can as long as he has Middos and Yiras Hashem.

3)Ketores:   It says Kerisus Daf Vov Omud Beis,“R’Noson Omer, KShehu Shochek, Omeir “Hotek Hataiv, Haitav Hotek” since the voice is good for Besomim.  Howeever, by wine we find that voices isn’t good for wine. How?  Since we know that wine in barrel ,on the top isn’t good for the Mizbeach and on the bottom of the barrel, which has sediment , isn’t good as well. So they used to pour over the barrel of wine the person in charge would motion at which point, they should stop pouring –since the wine he saw was no good.  However he didn’t use his voice to say “Stop!”. Why is this, that voices is good for Besomim and not for wine? The Be’er Yosef(from R’Yosef Tzvi Salant) says that wine is a earthly pleasure whereas Besomim is something that that the Neshomah enjoys. So the Chazal say ”I found many things ,but nothing better than Shtikoh-quiet” that too much Gashmiyos is no good, but quiet is good.  Should a person keep quiet regarding Torah things? No! The Torah says “Oz Nidbru Yirei Elokim” that regarding Torah you SHOULD speak.

There was a story of a person in Bnei Brak named R’ Binyomin Shulman whose mother-in-law moved into their house and his wife wanted to bring a telephone into the house in order to keep her mother entertained. R’ Binyomin said ‘Chas V’ sholom! The influence of the telephone would bring terrible things into the house.  I don’t want it” But they went to ask his brother, R’Mordechai Shulman, the Rosh Yeshiva of Slobodka for advice. He advised them that they both have good reasoning so to compromise, they should keep the telephone under lock and key outside in an outside place. So we see the thoughts of a previous generation but we too can practice “Hakol Yofeh L’Besomim”-that for Ruchnius Kol is good and to minimize earthliness. 

4)V’Shomru Bnei Yisroel Es Hashabbos:    The Ohr Hachayim Hakodosh asks what does the Torah mean “La’asos Es Hashabbos-to make the Shabbos” by Shabbos –unlike Yom Tov and Rosh Chodesh which Beis Din can make-comes every seven days by itself, so what does this mean?

He answers when we do Tosfos Shabbos-adding from the beginning of Shabbos and at the end of Shabbos, the we are “making Shabbos”.  The Chofetz Chayim decried those that bring Shabbos at the last possible moment and rush to end the Shabbos. He chastised a Radin Baal Bayis of doing this and explained what he was doing with a Mashal of a hick farmer who when he went to the town storekeeper to bring his produce, for every certain weight of produce was given a small coin to exchange for larger money later on. Once, the farmer say that the storekeeper wasn’t looking , stole a few small coins that were adding up. He later gloated to his friends that “he got something good from the storekeeper” His friends told him” Fool, had you waited you would have had more money and now you only shortchanged yourself!”  So too, the Chofetz Chayim told the Radin Baal Habayis, you are only foolishly shortchanging yourself from the beauty of Shabbos and the gifts that Shabbos has to offer since it’s a Nachalah Bli Mitzorim-a inheritance without boundaries”

R' Simcha Kaplan, a Rov in Tzfas when he was in Mir in Europe, was once getting up early Friday morning to go to Yeshivah and his landlord was getting up early as well in order  to go to the neighboring town to buy his Shabbos needs. His landlady kept on repeating to her husband  “Don’t forget that it’s Shabbos today! “ R’Simcha didn’t understand what was the urgency.  Later on when R’ Simcha returned from Yeshivah at an early time, he saw his landlady worriedly look out the window for her husband and he asked her “What is your worry?” She answered him” You don’t understand. Let me explain. We had one child born in our old age who kept on getting very sick.    We went to a top doctor in Vilna who told us that there is no hope for our son. I started crying and the townspeople upon hearing why I was crying advised me to get a Brocho from the Chofetz Chayim. So we went to Radin and the Chofetz Chayim shook his head sadly “I wish that I had the money to send you to Vienna but I don’t!” The Chofetz Chayim’s grandson told his grandfather, but this is their only child and a Ben Zekunim, please do something for them!” The Chofetz Chayim thought and said to the couple” Shabbos is the source of blessing. If you bring Shabbos in early, then there is hope since Shabbos will bring to you its blessing. They asked” What does it mean early?” He answered” By Chatzos, the table should be set, and all work should stop earlier than normal” They accepted this condition on themselves and by the time they reached their hometown, their son was completely recovered from their sickness. So much so, that when they returned to show their son to the doctor in Vilna he exclaimed that this is not the same child-and they  said that it was. The doctor who was not Frum exclaimed” I can’t heal a person without a heart which is something that the Great Chofetz Chayim is able to do-Yesh M’Ayin” So that’s why I am so strict to make sure that Shabbos starts early”

5)Masveh: Moshe had a Masveh-a mask to cover the Karnei Ohr  Ponov  that was emanating from him while he was in front of the Yidden. In the Mishkan, before Hashem, Moshe took off the mask.

R' Akiva Eiger explains this that how was Moshe who was “Onov Mikol odom-Humblest off all” able to be a ruler over the Yidden with an iron fist and appropriate toughness that his job as a Manhig requires?
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